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The Encounter challenges students' faith

Critninal
incident on
cainpus
By India Foster
Editor-in-Chief

By Jewel Stovall, The Panther

Students join PY alumna Jessica Williams as she leads praise and worship at The Encounter.
By Jewel Stovall
Photo Editor
Senior biology major Ola Oyeti put
together a two.:cliiy--chnstian conference
titled "The Encounter: Returning To
Holiness" on Thursday and Friday.
Last spring semester, Oyeti made

the decision to put together a discipleship
conference for all of the Christian ministries
on campus. The conference taught the
meaning of being a true disci le for Jesus

Chrlet and bow .. balle,...
make a life changing irnpact at Prairie View.
"I wanted people to know God for

had to ask myself was 'if I wasn't raised as a
Christian, would I still be one or not?"'
The conference reached out to
den who m · t have had questions
or faith and or just
those individuals who wanted to seek more
knowledge on how to live this chosen life for
them.
"I think is funny or crazy that most

The campus police department
sent a notification of a criminal incident that
happened in University Village, Phase 1 on
Tuesday morning.
Campus announcements sent out
the notification to students' school email
address that evening that stated "the victim
stated that at approximately 10:30 a.m.
she was walking to the staircase located on
the northwest side of the building when
an unknown black man wearing a black
sweatshirt and black sweatpants approached
her, pushed her into a corner and began to •.
forcefully touch her."
The suspect left the scene once the •
victim began to scream.
"Things are not going on more on
campus; we have instituted a new policy with
the law that makes us put out timely warning
notices," said Chief of Police Zena Stephens.
Stephens said that crimes go on
everyday and the new policy will inform
students of every incident reported.
"The crime rate is not increasing
and I'm fearful that because we have to do
these timely warnings students will think
that it is," she added.
The police chief encouraged
students to be mindful of their surroundings
and be aware of people who may not belong
on campus and who may look suspicious.
Stephens suggested to call the police so they
can investigate.
Police are now increasing security
to patrol housing areas in the peak hours of 7
p.mto3a.m.
University police has not found
a suspect but if anyone bas a lead please
contact the station.
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Zulu Ball brings out University College freshinen uplifts women
themselves," said Oyeti. "A lot of us often
question many religions, but one thing I

Encounter Page 2

By Kimberly Berry
Panther Staff

By Kimberly Berry
Panther Staff

University College hosted the Zulu
Ball as part of Resident Appreciation week on
Monday, Nov. 9, in the MSC ballroom.

Campus Activities Board hosted"Act
like a Diva, Think like a Queen," a seminar
dedicated to women, Thursday, Nov. 5, in the
MSC ballroom.

Resident Appreciation week includes
fun and exciting events in appreciation to the
freshmen residents in University College. The
Zulu ball marked the second event of the week
and allowed the residents to have get dressed
up and enjoy the company of their peers.
Around 9 p.m., residents arrived
dressed to impress and were greeted by
University College staff with Mardi Gras
beads, masks and the sweet sounds provided
by DJ Code Red.
The Mardi Gras theme for the entire
week gave the inspiration for a masquerade
ball.
"The Zulu Ball is a big deal in New
Orleans during Mardi Gras so it meshed well
with the theme," Said Rainisha Stevens, LCC
for building 41.
Students were provided with
refreshment and music, giving them an
environment where they were able to
relax. Daniel Ward, a freshman mechanical
engineering major, enjoyed the event. "It was
By Donald Rhodes, The Pantt,er

Zulu Page 2

Freshmen enjoy Resident Appreciation Week at their Zulu Ball.

The purpose was to provide women
on campus with an event that not only
celebrated womanhood, but also gave light to
the complexities surrounding it.
The seminar presented a panel of
women who were able to give their opinions
on different subject matters pertaining to
women, such as self-worth, romance, and
education.
These influential women included
current Prairie View students, faculty and
alumnae. Included in the panel were the
current Miss Prairie View A&M University,
Ivy Walls, a past SGA president and alumna
,Priscilla Barbour, alumna, Shatoya McMillian,
current student Assata Thomas and faculty
member Dr. Marsha Wilson.
Many women from campus came in
their "best dressed" attire ready to soak up the
knowledge that would be provided for them.
The
seminar
created
stimulating conversation over a meal that the
women in attendance ate together, creating
an environment to bond. Shandi Simon,
sophomore biology major felt the event was
beneficial.
Queen Page 3
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Zulu

continued from page 1

mechanical engineering
major enjoyed the event. "It was
really chill and exciting for a
Monday night."
Many residents were
able to bring out the prom outfits
or their favorite elegant wear. "I
just like how we were able to show
off our style and have fun on a
Monday evening," said Ward.
Freshman biology major
Alexandria Grant says that she had
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people choose their faith
because that's how their families
raised them but I got to experience
Jesus for myself and wanted others
to do so as well," said Oyeti.
Day one of the conference was
a relaxed environment where
individuals were able to join in
during praise and worship and later
divided into groups with others
they didn't know and talk about
certain questions such as "Are you
willing to sacrifice for God?"
After they were able to get to know
each other in their groups, A.J.

a great time. "It was fun, I loved
the DJ and I was happy to be able
to re-wear my prom dress. In th er
words, it was lit."

°

The staff was pleased
with the outcome of the Zulu
Ball. Rainisha Stevenson, LCC for
building 41, says she thought it
went great. "I thought it was a huge
success. The residents enjoyed
themselves. The ladies looked
lovely and the gentlemen looked

McQueen enlightened the groups
about himself and how the students
were not only "sayers" but as well
as "doers" when it comes to making
an impact on PV's campus as well
as outside of the campus, simply
because of the choice they made to
attend the conference.
"I was very impressed by how
humble he was," said sophomore
education major Brooke Grady. "He
had a natural chemistry with the
audience."
The second day followed the same
sequence but there was another
speaker, Pastor Shan E. Davis
of Christ Connection Ministries
church, who gave a sermon about
the roles in the Kingdom of God
and how followers need to choose

dapper.". University College s~ives
to serve its residents and Resident

"I loved the DJ and I
was happy to be able
to re-wear dlY prom
dress." •Alexandria
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Students share what
it's like to be black
atMizzou

Grant
Appreciation Week is dedicated
to serving the freshmen students
who reside in the uc. The Zulu
Ball was only one of many to how
the appreciation UC bas for its
residents.
to do what God wants them to do
at all times, even in the midst of
temptation and chaos.
For next time Oyeti plans to
continue the conference and to go
bigger.
"I hope to have more people come
and encourage them to walk
in faith and boldness. As well
as those in the Christian faith,
coming together as a whole and
praying, because to me, that is the
key to solving problem as well as
love," said Oyeti.
Oyeti said she as a vision to
leave her mark on Prairie View's
campus.

SCREENSHOT VIA VIMEO: COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN

By Taryn Finley & Mariah
Stewart
The Huffington Post

Beyond the Moment encourages black unity
Being
black
at
the
University of Missouri was tough
long before the country started
paying attention to why.
Cultural
insensitivity,
racial slurs and de facto segregation
are the common threads minority
students say separate the 7 percent
of black students from the 77
percent white students that make
up the school's population. In the
video above, four black students
share their experiences with The
Huffington Post on what their life is
like dealing while racism on campus.

India Foster, The Panther

Vince Balkcom, creator of Beyond the Moment, hosts black unity seminar.

By India Foster
Editor-in-Chief

Beyond
the
Moment
brought students together on
Thursday to discuss the meaning
and the need for black unity.
"We are the next leaders and will
have to deal with these issues to
make a change in the future," said
senior mass communication major
Vince Balkcom.
Discussing the topic, students
listed off things that they felt like
they were up against in 2015, which
were injustice, social media, black
division, and oppression.
Lacking knowledge about their
historical ancestry is what student
panelists explained and challenged
students to figure out on their own.
"If you don't know yourself, your
history, and ancestry then it's easy to
turn on your brothers and sisters,"
said junior agricultural major
Rasheedah Muhammad. "Struggling
in knowing our own knowledge of

our people is the biggest challenge
for African-Americans in 2015."
Clips from different documentary
series like Hidden Colors were
shown to display that there are ways
to educate yourself.

"Weare the
next leaders
and will have
to deal with
these issues to
make a change
in the luture."
-Vince Balkcom
The interim head of the department
of t he department of Languages
and Communication, Dr. Toniesha
Taylor, spoke to the students at the
end of the seminar.
"Knowledge is power and you have

to go out, read, and research," said
Taylor. "We have to change the
system by reading."
The
program
was
student
led and conversation based
and participants were able to
communicate their concerns.
Panelist
Malcolm
Jackson
encouraged students to love one
another and learn the power that
African-Americans tfU}y have.
At the end of the program,
panelist Muhammad said that it is
important for A{rican-Aroericans
to get into the system to ma~e ~e
changes for the people from within.
Beyond the Moment was created
by Balkcom because he w1:°ted _to
create a platform for the millenrnal
generation.

"I wanted to create a platform that
will allow us to corne together as
the next leaders in this world ~d
discuss solutions to problems m
today's society ,. said Balkcom.
"The . goal is to, tWn1< beyond the
emotional attachment we may have

The blows don't begin or
end with slurs and microaggressions,
however. In 2004, a student wrote
a column in the student newspaper
accusing black students of vandalism
and urging "stay in their little
worlds." In 2010, students scattered
cotton balls on the school's black
cultural center's lawn. In 2012,
someone plastered a racially charged
flier in the public area of a dorm.
Just this year, there have been two
separate instances in which swastikas
have been graffitied on residence
halls. During a homecoming parade
in October 2015, student protesters
blocked Wolfe's car to get a response
from him about the racial tension on
campus. Wolfe didn't respond and
protesters claimed his car tapped
someone and accused police of using
excessive force to clear the street.

For months, students of
In each aforementioned
various backgrounds protested a incident,
students have
filed
lack of administrative action on complaints with little to no change,
racial tensions and other significant according to Slate and The Maneater,
issues. A delayed response to the until Monday. Even with Wolfe's
students' demands led to graduate departure, black students say they
student Jonathan Butler's eight- are still facing threats and oppressive
day hunger strike and the football behavior.
team's refusal to play until the
school
system's
unresponsive
Jovan Russell, a senior at
president, Tim Wolfe, stepped Mizzou, said racial tension seems
down. The pressure finally led to to have worsened since the protests
Wolfe's resignation on Monday.
started in September. He told
HuffPost that he's even heard the
Though
Wolfe's rallies referred to as a "nigfest." "I've
resignation is a victory for students heard so much bigotry and racist
hurt by the university's inaction on comments that I thought I'd never
racist incidents in recent months, hear from my peers," Russell said.
it's only the first step to addressing "People have just been extremely
the root of racism that was present racist ever since this has all happened.
on campus long before Wolfe's And it's pretty sickening to me, the
tenure. Lakea Gray, a freshman, is lack of compassion and empathy that
considering tranferring to an HBCU my peers are showing."
to escape the discrimination she
says she faces at Mizzou. She told
Recent
events
have
HuffPost that some white students convinced Russell that he needs to
question her high GPA and use the be more proactive in fighting for
n-word loosely while under the equality on campus, he said. He's not
influence.
the only one.
Gray advises black students
"At a predominantly white thinking about enrolling at Mizzou to
environment, you just have to deal be aware of the racial dynamic, and
with acceptance and it's hard being prepare themselves. "People say it's a
a student of color because you have party school, people say that it's not
to deal with the segregation of segregated but it really is segregated,"
Mizzou," Gray said. "You deal with Gray told HuffPost. "And if you don't
racism and you just deal with people have a strong mind or mentality, then
trying to belittle you because you're you won't survive here, at all."
black."
Smith-Lezama said despite
Even in friend circles that its issues, "Mizzou is an incredible
include white people and people of place" and these issues aren't
color, racial insults fly, according to necessarily unique to this campus.
Afro-Latina senior Brenda SmithLezama. She told HuffPost that her
"We all love our university
ethnicity is often the butt of the and that's why we are all her~
jokes her white sorority sisters and fighting to make it better " she said
fraternity brothers tell.
''(It's a place] where st~dents feei
empowered to speak up and make a
"Most
people
would difference and I hope that's one thing
never have to face people who are that has been really able to spread to
supposed to love and care about other college campuses throughout
them hitting with microaggressions this whole experience."
that can make you numb at some
point once you start hearing them
over and over and over again," she
said.
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New organization host seminar about trademarking
By Jasper RoSS

Panther Contributor

By Josh Bennett

The fall season
is the perfect
time to emulate
the closet of
infamous rapper
turned fashion
maven Kanye
West.

Intellectual property,
patents, design, ~~demarks,
copyrights, provt 10~1 and
non-provisional applications,
ideas, and laws were discussed
in this innovational eminar. PV
Wire, a new Inno ative Student
Organization on campus, hosted
its first seminar, uProtect Your
Idea," Monday, Nov, 9, where
speaker James D. Bennett, CEO of
InnovativSolution , presented on
How to Protect Your Ideas.
PY Wue was founded in
2014 by PY aJUD}Ili engineering
majors Ashley I<elsey and Patrick
Gray.
PY Wue provides
students an opportunity to
promulgate ideation and
innovation. The purpose of this
organization is to make students
available to the re ources here at
Prairie View. Whether that is the
University Innovation Fellows

Overcoats are a staple in
Kanye West's look books.

Qyeen

If you really want to recreate
some of the style icon's best
looks start with the very
fashionable overcoat.

Continued from page 1

through programs with Stanford
University or allowing students to
be a part of a business pitch hack-athon.
"The purpose of this event
was to have a speaker give students
basic knowledge on how to protect
their ideas. We had intended to
have a lawyer from the Texas
A&M system however he was not
available to make it," said president
of PV Wire Gerran Harris.
The Protect Your Ideas
seminar was very informative and
broadened young minds to cultivate
and innovate different ideas.
''Thoughts are things, and
things become real," Bennett said
during the seminar. "Intellectual
Property is works or inventions
that are results of creativity such as
manuscripts or designs, which one
can apply for a patent."
Types of intellectual
property consist of patents,
trademarks, copyrights, trade
secrets, and mask works. That
allows one to protect their idea so
that someone can't steal their idea.

"The seminar was very informative
I learned a lot, one thing that stoo~
out to me was when the speaker said
"thoughts are things," said ~riana
Davis, sophomore pre-nursmg
major. "I was unaware that you
could patent an idea alone, and I
found it simply amazing."
Josh Casey, junior
computer engineering technology
major, said: "I learned how .
important it is to protect your ideas
and how easy it is for someone to
take and make money from your
ideas. This event was extremely
informative, honestly more
informative then I expected it to be.
The event turned out great my fellow
members and I really took in the
information and ran with it."
The attendees said the
university should have more events
like this to educate students.
"It was successful,
enjoyable, and informative. From
PV Wire I hope to get the know-how
and insight I need in order to run my
technology company," said Casey.

empowerment and how we should
be uplifting one another into the
queens we are born to be," said
Adams.
The event enlivened by
the conversations throughout the
seminar. Jazzilyn Simmons, chair
of Speakers and Lectures, was very
passionate about this event and the
impact that it would have on the

female student body on campus.
"I chose to produce this
program to uplift women battling
low self-esteem. I also wanted to
eradicate external conflict among
women b us all coming together, to
empower one another with no drama
or arguments," said Simmons.

I say the longer the better,
so get you a super long light
brown overcoat like the one
from online retailer Asos.

West usually keeps
his uniform simple.
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"I thought the program
was informative and beneficial
due to the fact that it made us, as
queens reevaluate our self worth."
Junior health major and
CAB executive bOM"d member
Anastasia Adams was pleased with
the outcome.
"It was a nice event. It
really brought light to women's

Eta Beta informs students on money management
By Chadae Sauls
News Editor

Monochromatic details with
Chelsea boots Is one his most
identifiable looks.
However, he does switch it up
sometimes pairing an oversized
sweatshirt under an overcoat,
black skinny jeans and his
signature Chelsea boots for a
down played but chic outfit.

Follow Josh

on lnstagram

@media_josh

The Eta Beta Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Inc. and National Association of
Black Accountants put together
a More Money More Problems
seminar to inform students about
the importance of handling their
money carefully.
As college students it can
be difficult at ti.mes with finding
a balance between saving money
and budgeting. This seminar was
to teach students how to budget
their money, maintain or rebuild
their credit arid even invest in
stocks and bonds, To ensure
that students were receiving
adequate infonnation, speakers
from the Houston area who were
knowledgeable in this field came
out to speak.
Senior accounting major
Taylor Wilborn is a member of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.
for which she serves as acting
treasurer. She is also a member
of National Association of Black
Accounts holding the position of
community service chair.
"Since I am an accounting
major I decided to join NABA
and I love being a Delta so one
day I came up with the idea to
combine two things that I am
very passionate about together,"
said Wilborn. "I worked with
both organizatio~ in getting the
speakers and making sure our
event was a success."
Wilborn felt that since
she has heard each Speaker from
previous NABA events discu sing
interviews and how to build a
resume they would be perfect
candidates for teaching college
students on how to budget their
money properly. .
"A lot of time college

By Jen:oiy Wells, The Panther

students raised their hands after being asked how many
practice budgeting and safe spending.
students are unaware of the
different aspects when it comes
to budgeting, investing and
saving. Days go by and we pay less
attention as to how much money
we are actually spending, I suggest
we make a plan and stick to it," said
Wilborn.
One of the speakers
Catrese Kilgore, CPA controller
from The Sterling Group,
mentioned that each individual
should be mindful of spen~g if
using a credit card. When usmg a
credit card it is important to pay
it off within 30 days. Credit card
companies gravitate more toward
college students knowing they are
less reluctant to spending money.
"There are many college
students who are trying ~o rebuild
their credit, but have no 1~ea I
where to start. The first thing
recommend would be to get a
e credit card arid make sure
sec ur
. Kil
"N xt
to pay it off," srud gore.
e '.
try to pay all bills on time an~ this
will help to rebuild your credit arid
before you know it within a few

years your credit should be either
average or good."
At the end of the seminar
each speaker embedded steps to
having a successful budget. Ideas
offered include the following: Wait
until you get your first paycheck.
Create a budget. Pay yourself 10
percent of your earnings. Make a
smart investment in either a stock
or bond. Get health, auto, disability
short and long
term and
life insurance. Lastly, manage your
debt.
Following each step will
allow people the chance to have
a secure future with little to no
financial issues.
"I hope the audience
learned a lot from this seminar
on how to manage their money
wisely and try not to have any debt
problems before they graduate from
college, said sophomore accounting
major and president of National
Association of Black Accountants
Antoinette Williams.
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Panthers battle rain and Alcorn State, win 40-34
~
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Herbert finished the game with 112 yards on 20 carries and 85 yards receiving. Brown came close to a 100-yard day by goi ng 99 yards on 14 carries.
By Denzel Speights
Sports Editol'

The Prairie View Panthers
battled both the rain and Alcorn
State Saturday and won the day
with the score 40-34.
The headliner in the first
quarter was the Panthers' special
team.
The Panthers drew first
blood with their quick opening
drive, a 52-yard reception by #3
senior running back Jonta' Hebert
and a 20-yard TD run from #21
redshirt senior running back
Courtney Brown.

After a 3 and out for the
Alcorn State opening drive, the
nation's leading block kick leader
#30 senior defensive back Nick
Brewer blocked a punt resulting in
#25 redshirt senior running back
Fred Jackson to score.
At the 4:42 Mark Brewer
would strike again by blocking
another punt and score a 30-yard
TD, making things 19-0
Toward the end of the 1st
quarter Alcom state would get on
board 19-7.
Going into the 2nd quarter
Alcorn State would make things
interesting by scoring a 52-yard
touchdown, closing the gap 19-14.

But going back on track the
Panthers would produce a turnover
on defense, thanks to the efforts of
#95 redshirt freshman defensive
lineman DeVohn Reed with his sack
fumble. Eventually Anderson would
score a 7-yard TD.
With ASU not producing
any points for the rest of the 1st half,
the Panthers took advantage of the
situation by scoring twice, Herbert's
61 yard TD run and a 3-yard run TD
by #14 redshirt senior quarter back
De'Auntre Smiley 40-14.
Going into the 2nd half
of this wet affair the Alcorn State
offense would produce two drives to
close gap 40-27 in the 3rd quarter.
In the 4th quarter Alcorn

State would strike again at the
10:47 mark to get them into striking
distance 40-34.
With the game getting
tight toward the end of the 4th the
Panthers defense would stop Alcorn
State at a critical 4th and 1 on ASU
40 yard line.
Thanks to a 4th and 1
conversion by Smiley and a 12 yard
run by Brown on a 3rd and 3 tl1e
Panthers would ice the game and
gain their six1:h win in conference
play.
Herbert finished the game
with 112 yards on 20 carries and 85
yards r ceiving. Brovm came close
to a 100-yard day by going 99 yards
on 1 carries.

#7
redshirt
junior
quarterback Trey Green finished the
day 119 yards in passing yards.
"Positives are that we won,
we did enough to win the game and
guys continue to fight. Negatives
are that we relaxed a little bit. We
got up big but we let them back into
the ball game by taking a step back
as far as our intensity level. Happy
we did enough to win in the end, but
we have to do a better job in playing
a 60 minuet ball game," said head
football coach Willie Simmons.
The Panthers ·will visit
Montgomery, Ala., to face up against
Alabama State.

Lady Panthers sign two Texas recruits for 2016-17 basketball season
Sports Information

Wyatt was named to the District 17-6A First Team. In her sophomore
season, she was named to the District 17-sA Second Team.

Sidney, who is rated in ESPN's Top 100 girls' basketball point guards, is a
versatile player who can play both guard positions.

The Prairie View A&M
women's basketball team signed
a pair of guards from the Houston
area on the first day of the national
signing period Wednesday.
The
Lady
Panthers
received commits from Eryka
Sidney of Phyllis Wheatley High
School in Houston, and Kyler Wyatt
of nearby Cy-Fair High School, for
the 2016-17 season.
"The signing of these
two guards makes us stronger
and gives us the depth we need at
both guard positions," head coach
Dawn Brown said. "The conference
championships we have won in the
past were won with strong guard
play and these signings give us the
deptl1 we need to keep moving the
program forward."
Sidney, who is rated in
ESPN's Top 100 girls' basketball
point guards, is a versatile player
that can play both guard positions.
She averaged 13.3 points per
game as a high school freshman
three years ago, and averaged
more than 30 points per game
in leading Wheatley to a District
22-4A champion hip last season.
In leading the Lady Wildcats to
a district championship in 2015,
Sidney was named District 22-4A's
Most Valuable Player, and named

to the Class 4A All-Region III First
Team by the Texas Association of
Basketball Coaches.
"Adding her skill as a
player and a scorer is going to be
huge for the program; she was
definitely a steal coming out of
Wheatley," Brown said. "We have
watched her for a while, as she
had an opportunity to come to our
basketball camp this summer. She
was able to show her skills to the
team and the coaching staff, and
tl1e relationship and the family we
have among our women's basketball
program was of interest to her."
Sidney received offers
from a pair of Western Athletic
Conference programs (New Mexico
State, Grand Canyon) as well as
PVAMU's Southwestern Athletic
Conference rival Alcorn State.
Associate head coach Tron
Griffin added that Sidney is an
"athletic lead guard with a scorer's
mentality'' who can "break down
defenders and elevate in the midrange game." Wyatt, a 5-foot-5-inch
plays her high school basketball a
short way down U.S. 290 at CypressFairbanks High School. As a junior
in during the 2014-15 season, Wyatt
averaged 9,4 points, 3.8 rebounds,
and 2.5 steals per game.
In leading Cy-Fair to a bidistrict championship in the Class
6A tournament, Wyatt was named
to tl1e District 17-6A First Team.

In her sophomore season, she was
named to the District 17-sA Second
Team.
Wyatt also excels in the
classroom, as she has received
academic all-district honors. She
cun·ently maintains a 6.o GPA and
is a member of her school's chapter
of the National Honor Society.
"Kyler comes from a great
high school program at Cy-Fair; she
gets great coaching from the high
school side and on the AAU side with
the Texas Adidas Elite program,"
Brown said. ·'She also came to our
camp this summer and did a great
job of putting her game out there
to the players and staff. She does a
great job of being a floor general and
mastering defense."
Wyatt was also recruited
by Sam Houston State, Rice, and
UfEP. Griffin adds that she is a
"good mid-range shooter and an
excellent passer who can take charge
of team; she is also a very tough and
aggressive defender."
Wyatt is no stranger to
the Prairie View A&M women's
basketball program, as she is the
younger sister of Kayonna Wyatt,
who served as a team manager
during the Lady Panthers' 2013-14
SWAC championship season.
The Lady Panthers open
the 2015-16 season Friday when
they host Howard Payne. Game time
is scheduled for noon at the Baby D.

Alex's Corner The NFL does not and never has cared

about dotnestic violence
By Alex Goodwin

Panther Staff

This
week,
police
documents were released that
contained images and details from
the May 2014 incident that left
Nicole Holder severely battered
and bruised at the hands of her
ex-boyfriend, Dallas Cowboys star
defensive end Greg Hardy. Hardy
was later arrested on charges of
assault and communicating threats.
In July of 2014, he was
convicted by a judge of the domestic
violence charges. But his conviction
was overturned on appeal, when
Hardy appealed, requesting a jury
trial. Holder could not be located,
and all indications point toward
there being a civil settlement. The
charges were subsequently dropped
by the district attorney's office.
The documents, that were
previously sealed, were made public
merely 24 hours after his arrest
stemming from an altercation with

Holder. The previous arrest was
expunged from Hardy's criminal
record.
Since the release of the
documents many have expressed
sentiments of outrage toward
Hardy's behavior and called for the
Dallas Cowboys to terminate his
contract and that he should never
play another down in the NFL. The
Cowboys took no such action, and
Hardy was in the starting lineup
Sunday night as the Cowboys took
on the Philadelphia Eagles.
The Cowboys' lackadaisical
reaction is simply mirroring the
NFL's indifference for issues
concerning domestic violence.
For many of individuals
that are taken aback at the Dallas
Cowboys and the NFL's insensitivity
toward domestic violence, I must
ask you where have you been? It
is time for many of you to face the
facts: the National Football League
simply does not care, not about·
women or anyone in general. They
are not bothered even slightly if Greg
Hardy choked a woman half his size,
if Johnathan Dwyer assaulted his

wife in front of their infant child,
or if Ben Roethlisberger sexually
assaulted multiple women.
Quite frankly, the league
only cares if the stadiums are full,
merchandise is selling and if league
revenue is still in excess of 10 billion
dollars. Anything other than that is
insignificant.
Lyrics from rapper T.I.
sums the NFL's position con~~n~
these issues perfectly "If 1t ai?:
about the money, don't be blowm
me up, I ain't gettin' up". The NFL
could care less if a woman was
beaten half to death, dragged across
the floor by her hair, as long~ the
cash registers are ringing, all is well
with the world.
NFL
Consider
this,
commissioner Roger Goodell_ on_ly
formed a domestic violence pohcy 1~
August of 2014 to appease women s
advocacy sroups wbO threatened to
boycott the NFL• which would have
cost the leagu ' j)]ions of dollars
in revenue. ~
in response to
the 2 game b
·ed
against Ray
1
Rice, after Ri~
arrested for
3rd degree aggra\'llted assault for

:as

:S

punching his then-fiance.
Prior to Rice's arrest, 40
players had been previously arrested
on charges relating to domestic
violence since Roger Goodell became
NFL commissioner in 2007. And in
many of those instances, the Goodell
levied an inadequate suspension
which was analogous to a slap on the
wrist and sent these players back on
the playing field to make the league
more money.
For those of us who avidly
follow the NFL, the fact that Hardy
is currently on an NFL roster despite
his previous violent behavior is least
surprising. There are a plethora of
players that previously were arrested
for committing serious crimes, such
as manslaughter and aggravated
assault that were later were allowed
to return to the NFL.
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones
was fully abreast of the horrific acts
Hardy was accused of, and did not
think twice about signing him. He
decided to bring Hardy aboard
because put simply, the Cowboys
want to win. Hardy, like him or not,
is undoubtedly one of the NFL's

---~~--.-- ~~

premier pass rushers.
As far as Jones is
concemed, he signed Greg Hardy
to play football, not take his
granddaughter to the senior prom.
Jerry Jones has made it quite clear,
that he is in the business of winning
championships, not congeniality
contests.
In the end, the Dallas
Cowboys and the NFL as a
conglomerate have made it
exceedingly apparent that thev
could care less issues relating t~
domestic assault, as the above
evidence attests. The NFL and
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones have
shown that in their eyes, winning
and revenue trumps ethical morals
and principles. However, that can
change. Ifthe millions ofindividuals
who have expressed sentiments of
outrage hit the NFL where it hurts:
its billion dollar pockets, and stop
supporting the NFL. That is the
only way the league will begin to
care. I~ that d~s not happen, the
NFL wi!l co?tmue to display this
?pathetic attitude toward women's
issues.
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With the issue at Mizzou,
do you feel HBCUs are safer?
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Motivations of Mercy:
Satan Get Out of My Mind!
By Sylvania Esosa Omokaro

I know what it is to have
depression blanket for you to long
for nothing more than the paralyzed
state that it seduced you into. I
know what it is to walk through the
lowest place (think the valley) of the
darkest place (think the shadow)
near the end (think DEATH). The
darkness feels grotesque in the
most comforting way. Isolation
has become your safe place. You've
left the pressure to be okay outside
your four walls to bask in the sun.
The sun has become your enemy
because it is the source oflight and
life. But death and darkness caress
you so gently beckoning you to give
up. Satan lulls you with an angelic
voice to just give it all up. The lyrics
he sings and chants to you tell you
that you are without both worth and
hope. "Give up!" he says. He sings
yesterday's blues of all the failure,
regrets, and misfortune you've faced
over the years. He massages the
warm oil of fear into your temples of
your mind. He raps to a beat too fast
for you to groove to. He convinces
you that today's stresses and
burdens are insurmountable. Heck,
he gets you to believe that you are
both the stress and the burden. You
become so blind to the darkness,
that you foresee no glimmer of hope
for tomorrow.
Understand, that the battlefield is
in the mind. Every thought that
you think is not your own. Every
thought you think is not fact. A lot
of the negative thing we feel derive
from undesirable moments from out
parent. That includes discouraging
words from parents, teachers, and
peers. In other words, just because
your teacher said you were a failure
does not mean that you are. Just
because people told you that you
were ugly, worthless, or made
you feel unwanted does not mean
that you are. Traumatic events
like experiencing death of a loved
one, rape, abuse, and many other
horrors can leave one confused and
emotionally debilitated.
I am here to tell you to hold on.
You might feel like you are falling
into an inescapable bottomless pit.
But guess what? THERE IS HOPE!
This week more than three times, I
came across people who I happen
to love very much, hanging off the
ledge of hope tempted to give up.
The enemy likes to press rewind on
those awful moments. He cannot
take your life. So he goes for your
mind so that you can do the dirty
work. That's right, kill the head and
you've killed the body. It is those
moments of attack when you need
to seek truth. The word says "To
take every thought and make it
obedient to Christ" (2CorinthianS"
io:s). That means you have to read
the Word of God and BELIEVE IT!
That means that though the devil
is trying to convince you that you

are worthless, you must believe
that you are His beloved. You must
KNOW that you are fearfully and
wonderfully made. You that He
loves you with an everlasting love
and that He knew you before you
were even in your mother's wound.
If you weren't suppose be here
you wouldn't be. The bible says
that you should live and not die.
There is purpose and greatness in
your belly and the devil is trying to
abort it. Don't let him have it. If he
annihilates you, he annihilates all
those who are you were predestined
to bless. Everything and I mean
EVERYTHING that you are going
through and have overcome, is
going to bless others, enrich you,
and glorify God.
So I let's send Satan a notice. Or
should we message the spirit of
depression? Maybe we should
write suicide a note? I got it! We'll
combine it. Let's go!
Dear Satan & Dem,
You are a disgusting twinkle-toed
sissy boy tyrant! Get your hands off
God's people. You CANNOT have
them! Yeah you tried to convince
them that tomorrow has nothing
offer them, but they know that
if God be for them who can be
against them. You are a liar and the
father of them. Remove yourself
because if I catch you in the street
or dwelling against anybody I love
it is going to be me and you. May
I speak His word, that it may kick
you smack in the wazoo! The blood
is against you. The truth is that
you're mad. If I was stupid enough
to get excommunicated from the
kingdom of God, I would be upset
to. You can't kill us and your time
is running out. I guess that's why
you are so desperate and pathetic.
You know what, I'm done talking
to you. I just want to say what's
up to the homies while before I
finalize my salutations. What's
good depression, you are one bad
seductress. Stay away from God's
people. You are nothing more than
a flunky and an instrument of the
enemy and guess what? The blood
of Jesus is against you. And ay you
suicide, I been waiting on you. So
many people write notes before
they give into you, but I write you
on behalf of many, just letting you
know you cannot have them. You
are comprised of lies and poor
perspective. The name of Jesus is
higher than every other name, even
suicide. At that name every knee
should bow so bow out!
To all those reading this, I wanted
to reiterate the fact that God loves
you. I am so passionate about
overcoming mental battles because
I have been there. If any of you
need prayer or just someone to talk
to, do not be afraid to approach
me. I am big on confidentiality and
understand where you are coming
from.

"We're safe
because we don't
have those issues"

"Yes, because we have
more people like us that
understand us."

"Yes, because we are a
family here."

Draylon Leassear
Construction Science
Senior

Alexis Abney
Business Management
Senior

Toryon Evans
Mechanical Engineering
Freshman

"Yes, because everyone
has your best interest
and we stick together."

"Yes, because it was
racism and here we are
the majority."

Justin Shelby
Mass Communication
Junior

Kayla Robinson
Chemical Engineering
Senior

"Definitely, because
there's a difference in
culture."
Ervin Bryant
History
Freshman

l .Who's posting the Uncle Tom flyers about the mayor? 2. Is he keeping it playa? 3. Has anyone
seen them? 4. Who turned off the Alpha song at Hump Day? 5. Were they hating? 6. Why were
2 girls escorted with the police at Hump Day? 7. How can you get arrested at Hump Day? 8.
Why is this school so messy? 9. Do y'all follow the :V Shade Room? 10._Are they the new PV
Exposed? 11. Are_ Y'all going to Big Kidz Game ~1ght? 12. Is CAB_ trymg to ~av~ more fun
events? 13. Who 1s excited Highlife throwing a kickback? 14. Who ts really brmgmg canned
good though? 15. Are they the best promo group? 16. Will Br?okside ever be popping again?
17. Because who else misses Brookside parties? 18. ~o y'all rruss Orok yet? 19. Was the school
more live when be Was here? 20. What do you think•

These questions are for entertainment only. The que~tions submitte d are not
•
f'fbe Panther. They should be read as gossip only, not as fact. Want
0
theviews
. YOUR comment s and questions
.
to tell us wbat You think? Please bnng
to
Jbn.21 MSC or e-mail us at news2pvu@yahoo.com
9
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By Denzel Speights, The Panther

